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SUNDAY 

13 
DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
By Pastor Chadrick Carter 

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.” Romans 8:29 

 

     love Christmas lights. I get that from my Pap & Grandma Carter. Christmas has 
always been a big deal for the Carters and they go all out. The decorations started com-
ing out the first of November. First grandma would bring down one or two Christmas 
trees and dress them up perfectly with coordinated ornaments and lights. Usually the 
family room first and then the dining room would get its tree. Then slowly throughout 
November the house would begin to wear all of its Christmas garb, the collection of 
Santa Clause figures, the holly, the wreaths, the candles, the tiny villages. My grandfa-
ther even built a large sleigh with nine reindeer for the front yard.  

On Thanksgiving, with the desserts sitting on the counter like a buffet we would put 
up the big Christmas tree. Everyone would help, someone had to get it out of the attic, 
and others brought down the lights and checked them. Eventually the tree would get 
shaped, the lights would be strung on the tree and HUNDREDS of mismatched, broken, 
homemade, thrift store, ornaments would be hung on the tree. There was no theme to 
this tree, except that everyone had a hand in decorating it. With Christmas classics play-
ing softly in the background, the lights went off and the whole family just sat and stared 
joyfully at that tree and the bright lights. With its many ugly broken ornaments, it be-
came the most beautiful tree you would ever lay eyes on. 

The lights that shined so brightly though the broken, ugly and faded ornaments 
seemed to make them come alive and shine again. It reminds me of what Jesus Christ 
has done for us. We are broken, faded and ugly—but we have been recreated by God 
into this beautiful new creation conformed to the image of Jesus. The light of Jesus 
shines through us so that what God sees is not our brokenness, or sin, but He chooses to 
see the righteousness of Christ bursting forth from us.  
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John shares the birth of Jesus in a 
much different way than Matthew 
and Luke. He sees Christmas as the 
light breaking into the darkness.  In 
him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in 
the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 9 The true light, 
which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. 12 But to all 
who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who 
were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. John 1:4-5, 9, 12-
13§ 

MEMORY MAKER 
Grab the kids or grandkids, grab a friend or a 

neighbor and load up the car. Crank up the 

Christmas carols and take a slow drive around 

Maugansville looking for houses that are deco-

rated with Christmas lights. Keep an eye out for 

your favorite house. Talk about what decora-

tions you like the best, which are the silliest and 

which ones you would use at your house. A 

thermos or hot cup of coffee, or maybe even 

some hot chocolate might add to the memory. 



MONDAY 

14 
DECEMBER 

OLD TESTAMENT HOPE 
By Elder Paul Ostoich 

“For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my 
youth. Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; you 
are he who took me from my mother’s womb. My praise is 
continually of you.” Psalm 71:5-6 

  
      ope is often seen as a future desired expectation that is possible, but not certain. It 

is dependent on circumstances, decisions, human choices, and abilities. That thinking is 
the ancient Greek thought process. It depends entirely on humans.  

Old Testament hope was not that kind of hope. Old Testament hope was placed in 
Yahweh, what he promised and what he had shown himself able to do. Hope in Yahweh 
relied on Him doing what he said because who he had shown himself to be. Yahweh 
was just, so those who treated him as insignificant would be cursed. Those who be-
lieved and practiced life expressing faith in who he said he was were blessed. Genesis 
12:2-3  

12:2 Then I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you,  
and I will make your name great,  
so that you will exemplify divine blessing.  
12:3 I will bless those who bless you,  
but the one who treats you lightly I must curse,  
and all the families of the earth will bless one another by your name.”  

Abraham believed what God said, did what he said, and hoped for the promise to be ful-
filled. His hope was in God doing what he said, not in the blessing or the future.  

We are looking to an uncertain future this year. Some are hoping in the vaccine for 
Covid. Others are hoping for a government switch providing what they feel is needed. 
Others are hoping for economic recovery, some are hoping to get back to meeting each 
week.  Let me ask, which of these are based on Yahweh’s word, and his promises and 
which are based on man’s abilities, and desires?  

Our hope will be frustrated and unfulfilled, or fulfilled to our own harm, if we look to 
humans. Only Yahweh will supply true hope, only he can.  
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Spend time this week thinking what you hope will happen. Is it what God said he 
wanted to happen? Why did you hope it will happen? Is it so God’s promises be ful-
filled,  or so you can ”get back to normal” or “get on with life?” Do you know how to 
find God’s promises? Are they for you? 

Hope must be for and in Yahweh. § 

Because you are a part of MBBC, you are able to watch RightNow Media for free. If you need a 
new login or invita on, email PastorChad@MBBChurch.org. 

Logon to rightnowmedia.com and watch the first session of ADVENT with JD Greear 

Session 1: Emmanuel, God with Us 

Christmas is one of our most important and beloved holidays, but it takes place during the dark-
est  me of the year. That is a strange contrast, but it’s not an accident. Christmas celebrates the 
birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. It reminds us that God has entered our wintry darkness of 
sin to bring us light, love, joy, and peace. Jesus has come so that we might be with God now and 
into eternity.  

 

Open the free study guide and use the ques ons for your family’s discussion. 

 



TUESDAY 

15 
DECEMBER 

NEIGHBORHOOD HOPE 
By Elder Dean Lehman 

“But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you 
will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, but 
in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect.” 1 Peter 3:14-15 

 

    o you have a neighbor, or a workmate or schoolmate or even a family member that 
makes life hard? One that seems to rub you the wrong way and sometimes it feels like 
they may even enjoy seeing you struggle with their misbehavior.  

I have a neighbor that has decided to install a moto-cross track for his son and his 
friends. They often ride a couple times a week and usually 2 to 3 hours each time, and 
we get to enjoy their noise and dust. They don’t just ride but they are loud and ride ag-
gressively around the track and to make it worse, it’s usually, when we want to have our 
evening meal or when we want to sit on the patio, in the evening after a long day’s 
work. If I decide to work outside, I need to put in ear plugs to protect my ear drums 
from their loud mufflers. There is no township law prohibiting the noise and dust, so I 
decided to take the opportunity to speak with this neighbor about the moto-cross track 
but they basically stated that things weren’t going to change. So I guess we have to al-
low their freedom to infringe on the solitude and peacefulness of the rest of the neigh-
borhood. 

So, how should I respond? I’ve prayed that God would deliver me from the “annoying 
neighbor”. But he is still riding. So, I’ve prayed that God would change his heart. But, 
the Holy Spirit stated that I was praying for my benefit and not his. The Spirit stated 
that I needed to change my mind and my heart and to pray for his and his family’s sal-
vation. But here is the problem. Was I prepared to share Christ with them? I Peter 3:15 
says “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the rea-
son for the hope that you have”. Did I know the scriptures in my heart to be able to 
share? No. 
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Christmas is the season to celebrate 
Jesus’s birth, and he didn’t come to de-
liver only me from my sins and to give 
me eternal life but He was born and died 
for my annoying neighbor’s sins, as 
well. So, let me ask that question again; 
how should I be responding to my 
neighbor? I’ve started to read and mem-
orize the scriptures in Romans that go 
through the steps of faith in Jesus 
Christ. It show that we all have sinned 
and that that leads to death. Then even 
while we were his enemies (sinners) Je-
sus died to take our place and to give us 
peace that nothing can compare.  

So, each time the motor cycle(s) ride 
around the track, I began to pray that the 
Holy Spirit will speak to their hearts and 
to give me the opportunity to speak to 
them, of the “Hope” that is in Christ Je-
sus. § 

THE ROMAN ROAD 
How about you? Are you able to give an 

answer to give an answer for the hope in 

Jesus Christ? My challenge to you is to pre-

pare your minds and hearts by reading the 

Romans Road Scriptures and pray that God 

will give you opportunity to share Christ 

with them. 

Read: Roman Road 

Romans 3:10 & 3:23 & 6:23 these verses 

confirm the human problem as every hu-

man is sinful and that brings death; and the 

state of God as Holy. 

Romans 6:23b & 5:8 these verses state our 

“Hope” is in Christ Jesus 

Romans 10: 9&10 & 10: 13 these verses 

state that we have a response in declaring 

and believing 

Romans 5:1&2 this is the result of salvation. 

We have gained access by faith. 

Romans 8:1 we are no longer condemned  



EMOTIONS & CHRISTMAS 
By Elder John Lum 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When 
his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and un-
willing to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he consid-
ered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this 
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanu-
el” (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until 
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.”  

Matthew 1:18-25 

WEDNESDAY 

16 
DECEMBER 

 
   he Christmas season is one of nostalgia and powerful emotional connection.  As the 

weather turns cool, Christmas songs are beginning to be played, our experiences from 
the past burst upon us in rush of emotion.  These are powerful in that they can move us 
strongly in a positive direction or a negative one depending upon the memory.  Many 
times these memories are churned up from our childhood experiences that bring warm 
fuzzy feelings or can be hurtful or wishing we had done things a bit differently.  We 
usually look at Christmas through the eyes of our childhood experiences. 

As parents we remember the times with our children,  when they were young and as 
they grew older, the Christmas memories included all of their emotions and ours rolled 
into one package.  Their laughs, excitement, anticipation and joy.  It also includes them 
wanting to please us, their parents with that special gift that they had saved to purchase 
for us, or made on their own. 

But whatever the memories that will be generated, of which there will be many, there 
is one constant….the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ in a manger in a cave in the town 
of Bethlehem. 
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What a powerful message that resonates through all of those years and memories. 
Every year, my wife Karen gets out the ceramic manger set that she made many years 

ago, with the wise men and shepherds placed around the baby Jesus  There are orna-
ments on the tree, some older than others, depicting the same scene of Jesus’s birth, we 
always recognize the reason for the season in so many ways.  Each one of these ways 
bring significance to this very important holiday and to the memories and emotions as-
sociated with it. 

Be sure that this Christmas, create truly significant memories by placing the birth of 
Jesus in a prominent place in all of our activities. His virgin birth is truly  the reason for 
this wonderful season we enjoy each year and the foundation of the eternity with Him 
we will enjoy forever. § 

FAMILY MEMORY MAKER 
Grab your kids, call the grandkis over or invite some neigbhors for some cookies. But, in 

the center of the table put a nativity set. As your are eating the cookies start to ask the 

kids what their favorite part of Christmas is. Once they have shared, ask them if they know 

the story behind your nativity in the middle of the table. Ask them to tell you who each 

person is and what their role in the story is. If they do not know—this is your chance to 

make sure Christ is at the center of their Christmas. Use the Nativity set to tell the story of 

the birth of Christ and why Israel longed for Him and why you adore Him. 



SHARING GOOD NEWS  
By Elder Leonard Horst 

“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel 
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 
all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 
Luke 2:8-14 

THURSDAY 

17 
DECEMBER 

          he birth of Jesus was shared by angels to the shepherds and wise men at that time. 
The dark sky shone with the brightness of the star. Have you received the peace, joy and 
light Jesus can bring into your life?  

The birth of a new child brings joy to the family. We tell and share with everyone 
we meet the good news of a new child or grandchild. Shouldn’t we all share the same 
excitement in the new life that Jesus gives us? § 

T 

 
 

MAKE A MOVIE 

With todays smart phones, everyone has a traveling movie studio in 
their pocket. So let’s make our own movie so we can send it to our 
friends and share the great news about Jesus. 

Option 1: Go to the gospel of Luke or Matthew and read 
through the Christmas story a four or five times, then read 
how John puts it in John 1.  Now, without looking at your bi-
ble, tell the story of the birth of Jesus. Don’t just recite the 
facts, tell the story, portray the emotions, wear the anxiety, 
the joy the fear. Imagine how the church would have 
shared the story with each generation before the gospels 
were penned. NOW—turn on  your phone’s video and rec-
ord one of you as the storyteller sharing the birth of Christ in 
storytelling form.  

 

Option 2: So, if you have kids, or like to be creative with 
technology, use that to tell the story of the gospel. You can 
use real life people in your house. Maybe Legos? Or grab 
your favorite Nativity set and tell the story using the figures 
from the nativity. If you’re real brave, try stop animation. 

 

Once you’ve got the the video you like, text or email it to your 
friends. Share it on facebook, Instagram or YouTube. Send it to Pastor 
Chad for sure. 



FRIDAY 

18 
DECEMBER 

A CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL 
By Elder Richard Rutherford 

“And the men of Israel went out from Mizpah and pursued 
the Philistines and struck them, as far as below Beth-car. 
Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah 
and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he said, “Till 
now the Lord has helped us.” 1 Samuel 7:11-12 

 
    n the Bible, there are several examples of people setting up memorials to help them 

and future generations remember the time that God gave them a promise or where re-
vealed Himself to them. 

One such time would be after the flood and God gave Noah and future generations a 
promise of a rainbow to remind us that He would not flood the whole world again found 
in Genesis 9:8-17. Then there is the Passover found in Exodus 12:11-14 that we today 
continue to use "in remembrance of Christ" and the sacrifice that He made for us and 
the Hope that we receive from this selfless act of love. 

These memorials are where people today look back and commemorate God's interac-
tion with man and breakout in worship, praise, and adoration for his greatness, love, and 
everlasting Hope. 

Allow me to share with you a personal memorial. I call it A Christmas Memorial. 
Back in the early sixties, the Christmas tree was never put up or any decorations made 
until Christmas eve. I didn't grow up in a home where Jesus was talked about at Christ-
mas or any other time of the year. During those years there wasn't much to look forward 
to at Christmas. We didn't have much and we would look through all of the "Wisk 
Books" at that time and only dream of all the possibilities. We always knew it was only 
a dream and that in reality, we would never receive those things. In later years I found 
out that the "gifts" we kids found on Christmas morning were a result of one of my 
dad's sisters and her husband who purchased those gifts for us. 

You may ask yourself why this would be A Christmas Memorial for me. It reminds 
me of a time when we had very little and yet even though Christ wasn't the center of 
those Christmases Christ show Himself working through my aunt and uncle. The 
dreams developed into hope, a looking forward to something we couldn't do for our-
selves. Thinking and remembering those times even today brings tears to my eyes. Not 

I 

tears of sadness but tears of joy from remembering how Christ revealed Himself to us 
even when we weren't thinking of Him. 

Isn't that what Christ does today? The times we live in—times where there seems to 
be no Hope but yet in Christ there is always Hope. The hope of a far better future. 
Hope that no matter where we find ourselves Christ reveals Himself to us even when 
we don't look for Him. 

Memorials are points that we mark in the annals of our lives that we use to ignite our 
faith. To remind us of times the hope of Christ shows up when we thought everything 
was hopeless. To remind us that we are never alone, that Christ is always there, that 
we can never go so far away that God doesn't still love us. 

Allow me to ask—What memorials are there in your life? Memorials that reveal 
God's love, the salvation that you have through Christ, that gives you Hope in Hope-
less times in your life. § 

Build Some Monuments 
Take some time and think back on your lives. Where are the God moments? The times you 

God delivered you , the times He gave you joy, the moments He opened your eyes, those 

special circumstances where everything aligned. 

Layout a bunch of paper, or blank newsprint and draw a line for each member of your 

household. That will be everyone’s own timeline. Have everyone mark on their timeline 

God moments. And then draw a symbol for that moment. For example, you didn’t know 

where your rent would come from and then all of the sudden you got a gift—draw a 

house, or a dollor bill. 

Hang up the timeline somewhere in your house and every time you pass it this Advent it 

proves that God delivers and keeps his promise. And His Christmas promise to return 

again and soon must also be true! 



SATURDAY 

19 
DECEMBER 

A 30,000 FEET VIEW 
By Elder Paul Ostoich 

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn among many brothers.” Romans 8:29 

 
     nly Yahweh can be counted on for true lasting hope. But why is that? Why can’t 

we rely on what we feel, science, or data, or what experience teaches us? There is a sim-
ple answer when you take the 30,000 foot view of history. Yahweh was the initiator of 
the universe, the beings living in it, and the forces and spiritual beings who go into all 
that make up our existence. He existed before all and will continue to exist after all 
things have changed. In other words, he is at the end as well as the beginning of exist-
ence. Acts 17:26-28 tells us that Yahweh is the source of all life, and that he is near, if 
fact “in him we live and move and have our being.”   He is moving all creation towards 
his intended goal. Romans 9:19- 21 promises us this. So when we look at the future, 
through Yahweh’s eyes, we see that certainty of our hope, rests in the one who not only 
started the program, but who is running the program and is guaranteeing it will con-
clude as he intended.  

But lets face it, when we look at the world, and see unfairness, “good people suffering 
bad consequences”, and innocent people suffering makes many think hoping in Yahweh 
won’t cut it. That is a root level not at the 30,000 foot view. Seeing things through our 
small slit in the fence calls God into question. 

How many times have you suffered ill against yourself, and later on realized that very 
ill and hardship caused good to come into your life? Now think, would you have chosen 
to go through that hardship if you knew ahead of time and were given a choice? I would 
not. But there is Yahweh again. In the future, managing the past, turning the evil and 
harm of Satan into gold for you and others. 

Now that is a God I can count on. Not one who keeps me “safe” from harm, but one 
who delivers me through harm, into a place of blessing. I have lost some precious 
things, and yet have gain even more precious things. I don’t hope in a God who keeps 
me from harm, I hope in Yahweh who delivers me through harm. Jesus is our best ex-
ample of that as our big brother.   

“but we see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now 
crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by God’s grace he 
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would experience death on behalf of everyone. For it was fitting for him, for 
whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, to 
make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” Hebrews 2:9-10 

It seems odd that we should see our hardships and suffering as hope. But it makes 
sense when we take Yahweh’s 30,000-foot view. § 

Because you are a part of MBBC, you are able to watch RightNow Media for free. If you need a 
new login or invita on, email PastorChad@MBBChurch.org. 

Logon to rightnowmedia.com and watch the second session of ADVENT with JD Greear 

Session 2: Wonderful Counselor 

Some of us are eager to ask for advice but o en feel paralyzed at the prospect of mak-
ing a decision. We want to confirm the decisions we are about to make are smart and 
can struggle with decision anxiety. Some of us rarely ask for advice, thinking that it re-
veals some kind of weakness. 

When we look at Jesus, we find a Wonderful Counselor who is eager to guide us. But we 
must turn to him in honesty and be willing to act on whatever guidance he gives us. 

Open the free study guide and use the ques ons for your family’s discussion. 

 



SUNDAY 

20 
DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS  
ACROSS GENERATIONS 
By Elder John Lum 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within 
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.    
Ephesians 3:20-21 

     t Christmas, families are usually together and are sharing stories and remembrances 
from the past.  Many times, there are multiple generations in the same room telling of 
their experiences from when they were young.  This brings to mind a lesson learned that 
I would like to share…. 

 
A month or so ago, my wife Karen pointed out to me an amazing fact that blew me 

away, “the grandson of John Tyler is still alive”.  I immediately tried to correct her and 
said that couldn’t be possible, after all, John Tyler was the 10th President of the U.S., 
serving in the 1840’s, born in 1790, how could this be?  Well, after checking online, I 
found out that Karen was indeed correct  One grandson is still alive in their 90’s.   

 
This fact made me think a bit about how we can touch the past by connecting to the 

oldest people in our families and asking them to reminisce about their childhoods, and 
what they remember about their grandparents telling them.  It is an overwhelming idea 
to be able to touch the past first hand by asking a question like, grandpa…what did your 
grandparents tell you about what their lives were like when they were young? 

 
One of the easiest times to do this is at Christmas because it is such a powerfully emo-

tion packed time.  I have a picture of my grandmother graduating from Teacher’s 
School in New Jersey in 1907.  I remember asking her about her childhood in Perth-
Amboy when I was in Middle School, she recounted clearly about what life was like 
during that time period.  My parents were in elementary/middle school during the de-
pression,  I loved asking them about what life was like then.   
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Encourage your children to talk and converse with the oldest people in your family, 
ask them to recount their experiences and what they remember about what their grand-
parents told them.  This is truly touching the past in a very real way.  If the heritage of 
your family is one filled with the love of Jesus Christ and the celebration of His birth, 
that would be awesome. § 

FAMILY CHALLENGE ACTIVITY 

Call your oldest living relatives on every 

side of your family. After you have caught 

up start asking them some very direct 

questions. Draw out their wisdom and 

experience by asking questions like: 

“How have Christmas celebrations 

changed in your lifetime?” 

“What are your favorite Christmas mem-

ories?” 

“Can you remember a time that God 

delivered you from tough times?” 

“Can you remember any times like 2020 

with all its craziness?”  

 

Then, write a note or make a card and 

send to those you talked to thanking 

them for sharing their life experiences 

with you. Tell them how valuable it was 

for you and that you will cherish your 

conversations and time with them. 



MONDAY 

21 
DECEMBER 

THE LONGEST NIGHT 
By Pastor Chadrick Carter 

“He heals the broken hearted and seals up their wounds.” 
Psalm 147:3 

     oday (Monday, Dec 21) is the shortest day of the year. The day will still be 24 
hours long, but most of this day will be in darkness, making tonight the longest night of 
the year. For most people this is just a mere inconvenience. But for a lot of our church 
family today is a difficult day, in a difficult season. Whether you are a mourning wid-
ow, a lonely shut in or someone wrestling with depression this long cold night in isola-
tion is anything but holly and jolly. 

Many churches will have a “Blue Christmas” worship service this evening. This ser-
vice is a different kind of worship experience. It is often attended by those who are 
mourning loss, those who have experienced broken relationships or lost their jobs, those 
who have had a difficult year for whatever reason or whatever circumstance. The ser-
vice might include reading a psalm of lament or a passage from Job, advent hymns that 
long for the coming of Jesus and a tangible way to acknowledge loss (like lighting a 
candle or placing a blue ornament on a Christmas tree). The service is designed to allow 
a space for worshippers to acknowledge their loss, grief or hurt. But the service also 
moves towards rejoicing. After tonight the nights begin to grow shorter and the daylight 
begins to increase each day.  

And so it is for the disciples of Jesus, we hurt, we grieve, we lose—but we are moving 
toward a day when there will be no more sadness, a day when every tear will be wiped 
away. We celebrate Jesus’ first coming so boldly and with such excitement because it 
reminds us that He is coming again.  

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the 
olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no 
herd in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the L ; I will take joy in the God of my salva-
tion. G , the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread 
on my high places. Habakkuk 3:17-19 ESV § 
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BLUE CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 

If you are struggling this Christmas, take a moment to 

write down those things that weigh heavy on your heart. 

If you want you could make that list into an ornament. 

Take that list and hang it somewhere on your Christmas 

tree. Watch as the Christmas lights shines around those 

dark circumstances and be reminded of the promises in 

John 1, that the darkness cannot overcome the light.  

If you are experiencing a season of joy, share it. Pick up 

the phone and call someone you know is hurting. May-

be drop off some cookies at their house or have your 

kids make them homemade Christmas cards. Take some 

time to pass the love and excitement of Christ to some-

one struggling to have it this season. 

Are you hur ng?  
Missing someone?  
Struggling with change & loss? 
 
MBBC will be hos ng a  
Blue Christmas Service  
TONIGHT at 7PM in the Sanctuary.  
 
 
Please join us for this simple, solemn service. 



TUESDAY 

22 
DECEMBER 

HOPE & FORGIVENESS 
By Elder Dean Lehman 

“For God so loved the world, he gave His one and only Son 
so that whosoever shall believe in Him shall not perish, 
but have life everlasting.” John 3:16 

    n May of 1931 a baby was born out to a young Mennonite couple that was not mar-
ried. This was not a common practice especially in a Mennonite community. That baby 
was my mother and she was rejected by her mother and father due to being unplanned 
and an interruption to their life plans and daily agendas. My mother was raised mostly 
by her extended family, grandparents & aunts and uncles. 

It was not until my mother got married that my grandma reached out to restore a bro-
ken relationship. My first memories were of Grandma showing up every Saturday even-
ing to make her special fried chicken, for our family. And then every Christmas she 
would lavish expensive Christmas presents on all the grandchildren. I don’t know if she 
gave those expensive gifts out of a guilty consentience or if she gave from genuine 
heart.  

Many years later in an interesting turn of events, my mother took care of the very 
woman (her mother) that had rejected her, in her earlier years.  When my grandmother 
could no longer take of herself, her daughter (my mom & dad) took her into their home 
and provided housing and took care of all her daily needs, until she needed to go to a 
nursing home. I can’t think of a better example of forgiveness and love. And God asks 
that same thing from of each one of us. 

John 3:16 says that God gave an expensive gift (His Son) and it was from a genuine 
love for you and me. “For God so loved the world (you and me) that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”. 

Read: 
 John 3: 1-21 Jesus explains to Nicodemus on how to be born again and talks about 

God’s gift to us. 
 Romans 8: 31-32 God not only gave his Son but gives to us graciously. 
 John 15:9-13 
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The challenge: How much thought do we 
put into the gifts when we give gifts to oth-
ers? Do we give out of obligation or duty or 
do we give from a genuine, grateful heart? 
What changes do we need to make to ensure 
Christmas is memorable?  

John 15: 12 states that we need to love each 
other as he has loved us or can I translate that 
we need to give to each other as he has given 
to us.  

Share (give) the “Hope” you have in Jesus 
with someone, this Christmas.§ 

GIVE AWAY TIME 
Many times the best gift is the gift of 

time. Discover how you can give the 

gift of time to your family and/or 

friends. Time is something that will 

last and often gives back when it is 

out of genuine love.  

Who is God asking you to reach out 

to?  

Because you are a part of MBBC, you are able to watch RightNow Media for free. If you need a new 
login or invita on, email PastorChad@MBBChurch.org. 

Logon to rightnowmedia.com and watch the third session of ADVENT with JD Greear 

Session 2: Wonderful Counselor 

Fathers are incredibly influen al in our lives. Even if a father is absent, it can change 
the course of a child’s life. Sadly, many of us have wounds from our fathers that have 
never fully healed. Our fathers loom large in our lives, to the point that we are even 
tempted to think of God as just a bigger, more powerful version of our earthly fa-
thers. But this is totally backwards. God, our Everlas ng Father, is far greater than 
you can ever imagine and redeems us where our earthly father failed.  

Open the free study guide and use the ques ons for your family’s discussion. 



WEDNESDAY 

23 
DECEMBER 

LASSO’D BY GOD 
By Elder Paul Ostoich 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let 
your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at 
hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7 
 
     was a counselor in a day camp, and for a special for the kids we had a calf roper 

come in with his horse and rope to show the kids what he could do. I had asked if we 
could get a calf so he could show us but he was afraid it would run off when he wasn;t 
there. So after he explained what and how he did his roping I figured the kids needed to 
see it in action. So I asked him, “could you rope me like a calf if I ran off in the field?” 
He said sure thing, so I shot off across the prairie as fast as I could. Well that made that 
horse go from “who cares” to “we’er on” instantly. I kept running but heard those hoof 
beats thundering after me. Soon I felt that boy’s lariat drop over my neck and shoulders 
and jerk up tight. I was his!  

As my life went on over the years I had similar experiences with Yahweh. There have 
been times when I have felt his lariat drop over me, pull up tight and start pulling me 
where he wanted. Times like when my son was dying with an bowel obstruction, when 
my daughter was born needing surgery at 6 weeks, when my wife could not get my 
youngest son out of the birth canal, half in and half out. And most impacting when my 
wife was diagnost with brain cancer with a year and half to live.  

Those were times when I felt like not only had the almighty roped me, but he was 
dragging me through the corral, through the urine soaked mud, the dust and dirt, the 
piles of manure, relentlessly causing suffering and pain. Where was hope then? My 
hope was in the assurance that the rope of the Holy Spirit was dallied up to the Jesus’ 
saddle horn and the stead of the Almighty Yahweh. I did not enjoy any of the suffering; 
but the comfort came knowing it was who I was dallied up to and that the suffering was 
evidence of that not a disproval of it. Suffering is not the enemy. It is the proof of Yah-
weh saying, “Your mine!” § 
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Because you are a part of MBBC, you are able to watch RightNow Media for free. If 
you need a new login or invita on, email PastorChad@MBBChurch.org. 

 

Logon to rightnowmedia.com and watch the fourth session of ADVENT with JD Greear 

 

Session 2: Wonderful Counselor 

The Advent season is a bright sign poin ng to Jesus. In the darkness of winter, a light 
has dawned. Unto us a child is born. Unto us a son is given. He is Emmanuel, God with 
us, so we never have to be alone or afraid. He is our Wonderful Counselor, eager to 
guide, comfort, and heal us. He is our Everlas ng Father who loves us more deeply 
than we can imagine and longs to be near to us.  

 

Open the free study guide and use the ques ons for your family’s discussion. 

 



THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
   ake time tonight, right before the first person starts to get ready for 

bed, gather everyone around. Have the oldest member of your family 

open up their bibles read the Christmas story. Have the children sit at 

the feet of the reader. The other adults gather on chairs and couches 

near. Just let the text speak for itself 

Read the scriptures in this order: 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the vir-
gin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greet-
ing this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How 
will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26-
28) 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been be-
trothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, re-
solved to divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanu-
el” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a 
son. And he called his name Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25) 

THURSDAY 

24 
DECEMBER 
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In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spir-
it, and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her from the Lord.” (Luke 1:39-56) 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be reg-
istered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Naza-
reth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And 
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:1-7) 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” When the angels 
went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. And 
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. (Luke 2:8-20) 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Services 
MBBC Sanctuary at 6PM & 8PM 



FRIDAY 

25 
DECEMBER 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
By Pastor Chadrick Carter 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. “ Luke 2:7 

       oday is going to fly by, or already has depending on when you’re reading this. This 
day will be filled with excitement, gifts, presents, phone calls, visits, feasts, cleanup and 
so much more. There is so much to do today, so many things happening. Please make 
sure you stop and make room for Christ today. 

When Jesus was born there were so many so close to him that missed that day.  

There was the innkeeper—Joseph and Mary stood right in front of him, but he was too 
busy with the work and business at hand to pay much attention. In haste, he sent them 
away from the comfortable rooms, away from his hospitality, away from his schedule 
into the cave around the corner. He missed Christmas. 

There was Herod. Herod was the king and everything that was happening was hap-
pening under his purview. He even had the wise men from Babylon come and interpret 
the scriptures the exiles left—they knew what was going on and informed him that the 
promised Messiah was near. His anger and fear of loss prevented him from celebrating 
Christmas. He was too scared too lose power, too scared of change, too selfish and 
prideful to bow down to the real king. He missed Christmas. 

What about all of the people on the move around Mary. It was census time. Everyone 
was going back to their ancestral home town and most likely staying with relatives. It 
was a HUGE family reunion. People traveling everywhere. Hustle and bustle every-
where. How many people do you think walked right by that cave and didn’t even notice 
the family? They missed Christmas. 

Don’t miss Christmas. Its not too late. Before the day starts, or whenever you are 
reading this, just stop. Stop cleaning, stop eating, stop talking, stop napping—stop. Stop 
and think about the importance of the Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us. 
Stop and consider what life would be like without Jesus. Stop and meditate on the fact 
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that Jesus left the throne room of God, in an honored position—all to be born a poor, 
needy child, laid in a dirty feeding trough. Stop and consider how much God must 
love you to do that. Stop and considered how valuable that makes you to God. Stop 
and just appreciate the fact that God himself came to us when we have spent all of 
history running from him. 

Don’t miss Christmas. Praise the God from whom all blessings flow. Praise the 
Lord for his deliverance. Worship God in this moment for saving His people. With a 
grateful heart, consider that babe in the manger, God Incarnate. § 

Read the Christmas Story by John 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was 

not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent 

from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 

that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 

the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was 

in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He 

came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, 

who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, 

not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, 

“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he 

was before me.’ ”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For 

the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one 

has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known. 
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